of ontogeny. The amount of research summarized is impressive and the literature cited itself is a notable accomplishment and valuable resource.
One minor disappointment was the Future Directions chapter. There are so many directions that this chapter could have gone, yet the questions seem predictable: habitat linkages within estuaries, predation, and climate change. The approaches also are certainly cutting-edge, but not necessarily the future: otolith microchemistry, conventional and acoustic tagging, and mapping. These are important questions and promising approaches, but I am not sure if these would be at the top of my list. Certainly, this chapter and the entire book have made me think about the pressing questions regarding estuarine fish ecology and dynamics. This is a minor quibble in light of this book's substantial accomplishments, and perhaps I simply wanted Able and Fahay to commit to writing the "Ecology of Fishes of the Northwest Atlantic" and to treat all 1000+ species with the same detail and synthetic ability as represented in their present book.
From a potential reader's point-of-view, there are two basic questions: does this book present new information, and who would benefit from reading this book?
Regarding the first question, there are several treatments of fishes along the East Coast of the United States with which Able and Fahay (2010) (Able and Fahay 1998) . There is overlap in content; however, their previous book treated the early life stages, and their new book treats all life stages of estuarine fish in the northeast US. The new book treats more species (92 vs 71) and contains more information for each species including sections on seasonality, prey and predators, and migration. Many of the species treatments also include data from the NEFSC trawl survey. Combining these data with estuarine data provides the most complete view to date of the basic ecology of many species along the East Coast of the United States. As another metric, comparing the synthesis part of the new and previous books, three tables are identical, four tables are updated, and 20 or more tables are new. These new tables summarize a vast amount of information, including the reproductive characteristics for 92 species (table 5.1) and a diet summary for 70 species (table 8.1). Thus, the new Able and Fahay book presents much more information and a more complete synthesis than any previous contribution including their own.
As for the second question "who would benefit from reading this book?", in my opinion, this is a very important reference book for anyone working with or interested in fishes along the northeast US coast. This includes teachers, students, managers, researchers, and the general public. This is not a textbook, but could certainly supplement texts used in a fish ecology or ichthyology course at the undergraduate and graduate level. Th e regional focus could be very useful for courses taught in the northeast. Similarly for managers, this is an excellent compilation and could be used as a primary source of information for many species and as an entrée into the peerreviewed literature. In a sense, Ecology of Estuarine Fishes is similar to the NOAA Essential Fish Habitat Source Documents (http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/nefsc/habitat/ efh/), but inclusive of more species, standardized across species, and much more synthetic. For researchers, the species treatments provide a comprehensive but brief summary of the ecology, and the synthesis chapters cover a lot of information and could serve as the source of many future research projects. For the general public interested in fi shes, the book is well written and the information is portrayed consistently and attractively. In sum, this is an important book that has broad appeal for anyone interested in estuarine fi shes, particularly those working in the northeast United States.-Jonathan A Hare, NOAA NMFS NEFSC Narragansett Laboratory, 28 Tarzwell Drive, Narragansett, Rhode Island 02882. 
